
www.permaculture.co.uk No. 85 41permaculturewww.permaculture.co.ukpermaculture No. 8540 www.permaculture.co.uk No. 85 41permaculturewww.permaculture.co.ukpermaculture No. 8540

Stuart Muir 
Wilson explains 
how the ethics 
and principles of 
his grandfather, 
Bill Mollison, 
have shaped his 
life and work

DESIGN FOR
HUMANITY

 P ERMACULTURE TRANSCENDS language, religion, culture and 
race. It speaks to something innately humane in all of us: 
we all need to be connected to our food, water and each 

other through community as a matter of self actualisation. This 
is what must unite the collective aspirations of humanity as an 
evolutionary goal.

For 11 years I was raised with the three ethics of permaculture, 
Care of people, Care of the Earth and Fairshares, by my grand-
father, Bill Mollison (co-originator of the permaculture concept), 
on the 18 acre farm we developed together in Tasmania. We 
established over 5,000 trees in six different types of food forests 
with earthworks and animal forage systems. Grandpa Bill taught 
me to ‘save up’ by teaching and doing projects in developed 
countries like Australia, UK, Europe, USA, Canada, New Zealand, 
then to give that money to projects and for places on courses for 
people who cannot afford education in developing countries. 
Grandpa repeated this pattern himself for 40 years, travelling 
around the globe 26 times. Grandpa strove for compassion by 
volunteering his time to help the economically poor and the 
abused. This understanding drove him to achieve so much.

Not to give to those in need eats at the heart of the founda-
tional ethics of permaculture. While permaculture has achieved 
many amazing goals, the lack of professional and ethical accoun-
tability is the Achilles heel of the movement. It is dangerous if 
we model permaculture on capitalism because it innately creates 
inequality and sets money as the primary aspiration. Instead, let’s 
use the Fairshare ethic surplus (or profit) to support the many 
humanitarians who are putting their life on the line to ease the 
suffering of the poor, tortured and forgotten. Social enterprise, 
training workshops and micro interest loans have proven time 
and again to be the best model of aid. 

Right:  
Stuart at his first 
PDC in 2001, with 
grandfather, Bill 
Mollison.

Below:  
Stuart in 2012 
during his Masters 
in Architecture. 
Stuart later went 
on to found 
‘Permatecture’, an 
architectural 
practice that uses 
permaculture 
principles.
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ECOSYSTEM & COMMUNITY RESTORATION
The three primary permaculture ethics have created a global 
foundation for ecosystem restoration and community healing 
in conflict zones. Yet economic disparity occurs across national 
borders, even though permaculture itself breaks boundaries: 
San Diego, for instance, is one of the wealthiest cities in the 
USA which borders Tijuana, one of the poorest cities in Mexico. 
There is an inequality challenge existing across geopolitical 
boundaries throughout the globe that causes violence and 
poverty. These boundaries are deeply symbolic of the division 
within ourselves participating in an ever changing world.

In many ways, I think humanity is not ready for the full mes-
sage of permaculture. Capitalism teaches people to look after 
themselves to the point of greed whereas permaculture teaches 
us to look after our community and the earth to support the 
healing of the self and the earth. The 12 Mollison permaculture 
principles are designed to achieve this end. This chain of evol-
utionary thinking led me to found two organisations: ‘Design 
for Humanity: Action to end poverty’ and ‘Permactecture: 
Permaculture and Architecture’.

Some of my work has been in Monterrey, Northern Mexico 
with Design for Humanity. There we train 40 humanitarian 
development aid volunteers, working in 11 slums. We teach food 
and water security, emergency housing (superadobe-earthbag) 
and composting toilet construction, all funded by my wages 
as a construction labourer in Australia. These struggling slum 
communities have been forgotten by the locals of Monterrey 
and the outside world. Yet they are central to providing the 
workforce for the USA food economy. 

When I tell Grandpa these stories, he says he wants to work 
with me, laughing (in that famous laugh) while he calls me a 

‘mad bastard’ for risking my life. Grandpa’s advice puts my troubled 
heart at ease, “We did our best, Stu. They are in a better place 
now”. Permaculture proves that education breaks the chains of 
fear and poverty, providing hope where there was once only fear 
and violence. This is the true power of perma  culture. It is not 
about creating more money for already wealthy business people.

I believe everyone has an important role to play in the evolution 
of society past its global dilemma. You can be that change. When 
I feel overwhelmed by the scope of the projects I am involved 
in, I often read or listen to Martin Luther King Jr’s ‘American 
Dream’ speeches and also to Nelson Mandela:

“Overcoming poverty is not a task of charity, it is an act of 
justice. Like slavery and apartheid, poverty is not natural. 
It is man-made and it can be overcome and eradicated 
by the actions of human beings. Sometimes it falls on a 
generation to be great. You can be that great generation. 
Let your greatness blossom.”

Nelson Mandela

Working together with permaculture is the answer to local and 
also global problems. The tools to achieve this are professional 
accountability, optimism, the three permaculture ethics, 
compassion, the 12 Mollison permaculture principles and a 
working aspiration for an alternative global nation. This is the 
system of design thinking that forms permaculture. I invite you 
to be this change

Stuart Muir Wilson grew up working on his grandfather’s farm 
for 11 years. There he learnt, practised and taught permaculture, 
as well as managing WWOOFers on the farm. This formed 
the foundation for his passion in sustainable architecture. His 
Master of Architecture honours thesis focused on integrating 
permaculture, architecture and urban design, whilst he also 
worked with refugees in Mexico and the Caribbean. Stuart 
is currently a practising graduate architect in Australia. 
Developing his own architecture practice has given Stuart skills 
in project management and building across a variety of climates 
and continents. All profits from his practice go to Design for 
Humanity. To donate by paypal go to:
www.permatecture.net.au
http://permatecturetimes.blogspot.com.au

Vision
Equal access to nutritional food, clean water, education, 
healthcare and quality housing for the world’s poorest 
citizens.

Mission
End poverty by training humanitarian aid workers in 
permaculture and natural building. Achieving human 
rights for internally displaced people. Housing the 
homeless by implementing community development 
and denouncing corruption in international aid. 
Implementing the values and principles of permaculture 
in humanitarian aid.

Values
• Accountability
• Social Justice
• Environmental Regeneration
• Optimistic Project Outcomes
• Conviction
• Self sufficient communities

Aims
• Increase the effect of Design for Humanity’s work from 

Mexico into Ghana and Palestine by the end of 2015.
• Train 100 humanitarian workers to be competent in 

food, water security and quality emergency housing 
construction by 2016.

• Create an effective material, medical, information, 
construction support network across 4 countries by 
2017. 

Right:  
Stuart with mum, 
Frances Mollison, 
and grandfather, 
Bill Mollison.

Below:  
The ‘Design for 
Humanity’ 
manifesto, a 
non-profit 
humanitarian 
organisation 
founded by 
Stuart.
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Above and Right:  
Visiting residents 
in the slums of 
Monterrey, Mexico 
handing out 
develpment 
finance.

Left:  
Introduction to 
Permaculture 
course students.

Bottom Left:  
Stuart leading the 
building crews in 
Monterrey, 
Mexico.

Bottom Right:  
Stuart teaching 
rooftop gardening 
in the Caribbean, 
Mexico.


